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The Thurn und Taxis family is one of the most illustrious and infamous
families in German history. For centuries, they have played a major role in
the country's political, economic, and cultural life.

The family's origins can be traced back to the 12th century, when they were
minor nobles in the Holy Roman Empire. In the 15th century, they acquired
the postal service of the Empire, and this monopoly made them one of the
wealthiest and most powerful families in Europe.

The Thurn und Taxis family continued to play a major role in German affairs
until the 19th century, when the postal service was nationalized. However,
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they remained a wealthy and influential family, and they continued to be
involved in politics and business.

In the 20th century, the Thurn und Taxis family became notorious for their
scandals. The family's patriarch, Prince Johannes, was a Nazi sympathizer,
and his wife, Princess Gloria, was a controversial figure who was accused
of having affairs with several high-profile men.

Despite the scandals, the Thurn und Taxis family remains one of the most
prominent families in Germany. They continue to own a vast fortune, and
they are still involved in politics and business.

The Postal Monopoly

The Thurn und Taxis family's postal monopoly was one of the most
important factors in their rise to power and wealth. In the 15th century, the
Holy Roman Empire was a vast and fragmented territory, and there was no
centralized postal system.

The Thurn und Taxis family saw an opportunity to fill this void, and they
began to establish a network of postal routes throughout the Empire. By the
16th century, they had a monopoly on the postal service in most of
Germany.

The postal monopoly was a major source of wealth for the Thurn und Taxis
family. They charged high fees for their services, and they also used their
monopoly to control the flow of information in the Empire.

The Nazi Years



During the Nazi era, the Thurn und Taxis family was divided in its loyalties.
The family's patriarch, Prince Johannes, was a Nazi sympathizer, and he
used his influence to help the Nazis come to power.

However, other members of the family were opposed to the Nazis. Princess
Gloria, Johannes's wife, was a vocal critic of the Nazi regime, and she was
eventually forced to flee Germany.

The Thurn und Taxis family's involvement with the Nazis has been a source
of controversy ever since. Some historians have accused the family of
being complicit in the Nazi crimes, while others have argued that they were
simply trying to survive in a difficult time.

The Scandals

In the 20th century, the Thurn und Taxis family became notorious for their
scandals. The family's patriarch, Prince Johannes, was a womanizer and a
heavy drinker. His wife, Princess Gloria, was also a controversial figure
who was accused of having affairs with several high-profile men.

The Thurn und Taxis family's scandals were a major source of gossip and
speculation in Germany. They also damaged the family's reputation and led
to their decline in public esteem.

The Legacy of the Thurn und Taxis Family

The Thurn und Taxis family has had a long and complex history. They have
been involved in some of the most important events in German history, and
they have played a major role in the country's political, economic, and
cultural life.



The Thurn und Taxis family is a reminder of the power and influence of
family in German society. It is also a reminder of the importance of family in
shaping the course of history.

Alt Attribute for Images

* The Thurn und Taxis family crest: A golden lion on a red shield, with the
family motto "Fortuna favet fortibus" (Fortune favors the brave). * A portrait
of Prince Johannes: A handsome man with a goatee and a military uniform.
* A portrait of Princess Gloria: A beautiful woman with long blonde hair and
a tiara. * A photo of the Thurn und Taxis castle: A large and imposing castle
with a moat and a drawbridge. * A photo of the Thurn und Taxis postal
service: A group of postal workers sorting mail in a large room.
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