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The Great Dreadnought Race was a period of intense naval rivalry between
Brazil, Argentina, and Chile at the beginning of the 20th century. Each
country sought to outdo the others by building the most powerful
battleships, known as dreadnoughts. The race culminated in the
construction of some of the most advanced warships of the era, including
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the Brazilian Minas Gerais class, the Argentine Rivadavia class, and the
Chilean Almirante Latorre.

Background

The Great Dreadnought Race was sparked by the launch of the British
battleship HMS Dreadnought in 1906. Dreadnoughts were a new type of
warship that were larger and more powerful than any previous battleship.
They were armed with a main battery of 12-inch guns and were capable of
speeds of up to 21 knots. The Dreadnought quickly became the standard
for naval power, and it soon sparked a number of naval arms races around
the world.

In South America, Brazil, Argentina, and Chile were the three main naval
powers. These countries had a long history of rivalry, and they were eager
to prove their dominance in the region. The launch of the Dreadnought in
1906 set off a naval arms race in South America, as each country sought to
build the most powerful fleet.

The Race

The Great Dreadnought Race in South America began in earnest in 1907,
when Brazil ordered two Dreadnoughts from Great Britain. These ships, the
Minas Gerais and the São Paulo, were the first dreadnoughts built in South
America.

Argentina and Chile quickly followed suit, ordering their own Dreadnoughts
from Great Britain and the United States, respectively. The Argentine ships,
the Rivadavia and the Moreno, were completed in 1914. The Chilean ship,
the Almirante Latorre, was completed in 1915.



The Great Dreadnought Race in South America was a fierce competition,
and each country spent large sums of money on its new battleships. The
Dreadnoughts were the most powerful warships in the world, and they gave
their respective countries a significant advantage in naval power.

The Aftermath

The Great Dreadnought Race ended with the outbreak of World War I in
1914. The war brought an end to shipbuilding in South America, and it also
drained the treasuries of the warring countries. The Dreadnoughts that had
been built during the race were used in the war, but they did not play a
major role in the conflict.

After the war, the Great Dreadnought Race resumed, but it was on a much
smaller scale. Brazil, Argentina, and Chile continued to build warships, but
they did not build any more Dreadnoughts. Instead, they focused on
building smaller and more versatile warships, such as cruisers and
destroyers.

The Great Dreadnought Race was a significant event in the history of
South America. It was a period of intense rivalry and competition, and it
resulted in the construction of some of the most advanced warships of the
era.

The Dreadnoughts that were built during the race were symbols of national
pride, and they played a major role in the development of naval power in
South America.
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