
The Aeneid by Virgil: A Comprehensive Study
Guide
The Aeneid is an epic poem written by the Roman poet Virgil between 29
and 19 BC. It tells the story of Aeneas, a Trojan hero who escapes the fall
of Troy and travels to Italy, where he becomes the founder of the Roman
people. The poem is considered one of the greatest works of Latin
literature and has been translated into many languages.

This study guide will provide you with everything you need to know about
The Aeneid, including a summary of the plot, an analysis of the characters,
and a discussion of the poem's themes and literary devices.

The Aeneid is divided into 12 books. The first six books tell the story of
Aeneas's journey from Troy to Italy. The remaining six books tell the story
of Aeneas's war with the Latins, a people who live in Italy.
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Book 1: The poem begins with Aeneas and his followers sailing from Troy.
They are caught in a storm and shipwrecked on the coast of Carthage.
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Aeneas is rescued by Dido, the queen of Carthage.

Book 2: Aeneas tells Dido the story of the fall of Troy. He describes how
the Greeks tricked the Trojans into bringing a giant wooden horse into the
city. The horse was filled with Greek soldiers, who emerged at night and
opened the gates of the city to the Greek army. Troy was sacked and
burned, and Aeneas and his followers were forced to flee.

Book 3: Aeneas and his followers leave Carthage and continue their
journey to Italy. They are shipwrecked again, this time on the coast of Sicily.
They are welcomed by King Acestes, who is a descendant of the Trojan
hero Anchises.

Book 4: Aeneas and his followers celebrate the anniversary of the fall of
Troy with a funeral games. The games include a footrace, a boxing match,
and a wrestling match. Aeneas wins the footrace, and his victory is seen as
a sign that he is destined to found a new city in Italy.

Book 5: Aeneas and his followers leave Sicily and continue their journey to
Italy. They are shipwrecked again, this time on the coast of Italy. They are
welcomed by King Latinus, who is the father of Lavinia.

Book 6: Aeneas and Lavinia fall in love and marry. However, their marriage
is opposed by Juno, the queen of the gods. Juno sends the Fury Allecto to
stir up trouble between the Trojans and the Latins.

Book 7: The Trojans and the Latins go to war. The war is fought over the
issue of whether or not Aeneas will be allowed to marry Lavinia. The
Trojans are victorious, and Aeneas kills Turnus, the leader of the Latins.



Book 8: Aeneas founds the city of Lavinium. The city is named after
Lavinia. Aeneas and Lavinia have a son named Ascanius.

Book 9: Aeneas travels to the underworld to visit his father, Anchises.
Anchises shows Aeneas the future of Rome. Aeneas sees the great leaders
who will lead Rome to victory and glory.

Book 10: Aeneas returns to the upper world and continues to fight the war
against the Latins. The war is finally won, and Aeneas and Lavinia are able
to live in peace.

Book 11: Aeneas and Lavinia have another son named Silvius. Silvius
becomes the king of Alba Longa, a city that will eventually become Rome.

Book 12: Aeneas dies and is deified. He becomes the god of the Romans
and the protector of the Roman people.

The Aeneid is a complex and multifaceted poem, and its characters are
equally complex and multifaceted. The following is a brief analysis of some
of the most important characters in the poem:

Aeneas: Aeneas is the protagonist of The Aeneid. He is a Trojan hero
who escapes the fall of Troy and travels to Italy, where he becomes the
founder of the Roman people. Aeneas is a complex and contradictory
character. He is a brave and resourceful leader, but he is also capable
of great violence and cruelty. He is also a deeply religious man, but he
is often tempted to abandon his faith.

Dido: Dido is the queen of Carthage. She is a beautiful and
compassionate woman, and she falls in love with Aeneas. However,



Aeneas is destined to leave Carthage and continue his journey to Italy.
Dido is heartbroken when Aeneas leaves, and she commits suicide.

Juno: Juno is the queen of the gods. She is a powerful and vengeful
goddess, and she opposes Aeneas's journey to Italy. Juno sends the
Fury Allecto to stir up trouble between the Trojans and the Latins.

Turnus: Turnus is the leader of the Latins. He is a brave and skilled
warrior, and he is determined to prevent Aeneas from marrying Lavinia.
Turnus is defeated by Aeneas in the final battle of the poem.

The Aeneid is a complex and multifaceted poem, and it can be interpreted
in many different ways. The following is a discussion of some of the most
important themes and literary devices in the poem:

Fate: Fate is a major theme in The Aeneid. Aeneas is destined to
found the Roman people, and no matter what obstacles he faces, he
cannot escape his fate. This theme is reinforced by the many
prophecies and visions that occur in the poem.

Piety: Piety is another major theme in The Aeneid. Aeneas is a deeply
religious man, and he believes that he is carrying out the will of the
gods. This piety is rewarded in the end, when Aeneas is deified and
becomes the god of the Romans.

War: War is a major theme in The Aeneid. The poem is full of scenes
of violence and bloodshed. This violence reflects the brutality of the
ancient world, and it also foreshadows the future wars that Rome will
fight.

Love: Love is a major theme in The Aeneid. The poem tells the story
of the love between Aeneas and Dido, and it explores the different



ways that love can be expressed. This theme is reinforced by the
many other love stories that occur in the poem.

The Aeneid is a complex and multifaceted poem, and it can be interpreted
in many different ways. The themes and literary devices that are discussed
in this study guide are just a few of the many that can be found in the
poem. By studying these themes and devices, students can gain a deeper
understanding of the poem and its meaning.

The Aeneid is one of the greatest works of Latin literature. It is a complex
and multifaceted poem that can be interpreted in many different ways. This
study guide has provided you with a summary of the plot, an analysis of the
characters, and a discussion of the poem's themes and literary devices. By
studying these elements, you can gain a deeper understanding of the poem
and its meaning.
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