
Squirreled Away: Boy Meets Squirrels, Nutty
Study Buddies, Squirrelnapped Tree
In the heart of a sprawling forest, where towering trees cast long shadows
and the air hummed with the symphony of nature, there lived a young boy
named Ethan. Ethan's days were filled with the wonders of childhood—
exploring hidden trails, building forts in the undergrowth, and engaging in
make-believe adventures that transported him to faraway lands. But one
fateful day, as Ethan ventured deeper into the forest than ever before, his
life took an extraordinary turn.
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As he ambled through the dense foliage, the sound of rustling leaves and
the scampering of tiny feet caught his attention. Curious, Ethan parted the
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branches and gasped in amazement. Before him, a family of squirrels
scampered about a majestic oak tree, their bushy tails twitching with
excitement.

Ethan had always admired squirrels from afar, marveling at their agility and
their ability to disappear into the canopy of the forest. But this was the first
time he had encountered them so close. A sense of wonder washed over
him as he watched the squirrels leap from branch to branch, their
chattering and squeaking filling the air.

As Ethan observed the squirrels, he noticed one in particular that seemed
to be struggling. The squirrel's tail was caught in a tangle of vines, and it
hung upside down, helpless and distressed. Without hesitation, Ethan
reached out a gentle hand and carefully freed the squirrel from its
predicament.

To Ethan's surprise, the squirrel did not flee. Instead, it sat in the palm of
his hand, its tiny heart beating rapidly. A feeling of kinship surged through
Ethan as he realized that the squirrel trusted him.

Over the following weeks, Ethan visited the oak tree every day, bringing
nuts and seeds to share with his newfound friends. The squirrels, in turn,
seemed to sense Ethan's kind intentions, and they welcomed him into their
world. They taught him their secret communication calls, how to identify
different types of nuts, and the best hiding spots in the forest.

As their friendship deepened, Ethan began to see the forest through the
eyes of a squirrel. He learned to appreciate the intricate network of tunnels
and nests that the squirrels had built, and he marveled at their ability to
navigate the complex terrain with ease. He also discovered the importance



of nut-gathering, as the squirrels relied on their winter stores to survive the
harsh cold.

One day, as Ethan sat beneath the oak tree, reading a book, he heard a
commotion coming from the canopy above. He looked up to see a large
hawk circling overhead, its sharp eyes scanning the forest floor. Ethan's
heart raced as he realized that the hawk was targeting one of the squirrels.

Without thinking, Ethan jumped to his feet and began throwing rocks at the
hawk. The hawk, startled by the sudden attack, abandoned its hunt and
flew away. The squirrel, safe from harm, scampered down the trunk of the
tree and into Ethan's arms.

In that moment, Ethan realized that his friendship with the squirrels was
more than just a passing encounter. They had become his companions, his
protectors, and his teachers. He vowed to always cherish their bond and to
do everything he could to ensure their safety and well-being.

As the seasons changed and winter descended upon the forest, Ethan
faced his greatest challenge yet. The snow lay thick on the ground,
covering the squirrels' food sources and making it difficult for them to
survive. Determined to help his friends, Ethan spent countless hours
gathering nuts and seeds, which he stored in a hollow log near the oak
tree.

Every day, Ethan visited the squirrels, bringing them food and checking on
their well-being. The squirrels, in turn, seemed to understand Ethan's
efforts, and they would often greet him with cheerful chatter and playful tail
wags.



One particularly cold day, Ethan awoke to find that the oak tree had been
squirrelnapped—the squirrels and their winter stores had vanished without
a trace. Panic and desperation washed over Ethan as he searched high
and low for his furry friends. He feared that they had succumbed to the
harsh weather or fallen prey to a predator.

But just when Ethan's hope began to dwindle, he heard a faint scratching
sound coming from a nearby tree. With trembling hands, he approached
the tree and peered inside a hollow. There, huddled together for warmth,
were the missing squirrels, along with their precious nuts and seeds.

Overjoyed and relieved, Ethan carefully lifted the squirrels out of the hollow
and carried them back to the oak tree. The squirrels, exhausted but safe,
were reunited with their home and their winter supplies. Ethan watched with
pride as they scampered about, chattering and squeaking with renewed
vigor.

From that day forward, Ethan's bond with the squirrels grew even stronger.
He continued to visit them regularly, sharing stories, laughter, and the
occasional nut or seed. And the squirrels, in turn, continued to teach him
valuable lessons about friendship, nature, and the power of perseverance.

As the years passed, Ethan's adventures with the squirrels became a
cherished part of his childhood memories. He never forgot the lessons he
learned from his furry friends, and he carried them with him throughout his
life. And though the years may have changed the boy into a man, his love
for the squirrels and the forest they called home remained as strong as
ever.
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Unscientific America: 11. Harris and Chomsky
In this chapter of "Unscientific America," Chris Mooney and Sheril
Kirshenbaum explore the relationship between science and politics,
focusing on...
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