
Singing and Survival: The Music of Easter
Island

The music of Easter Island is a unique and fascinating blend of Polynesian
and South American influences. It has played a vital role in the survival of
the Rapa Nui people, helping them to maintain their cultural identity and
traditions.
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A Polynesian Heritage

The Rapa Nui people are descended from Polynesian settlers who arrived
on Easter Island around the 4th century AD. These early settlers brought
with them their own musical traditions, which included chanting, drumming,
and dancing. Over time, these traditions evolved and blended with
influences from other Polynesian cultures, such as the Maori of New
Zealand and the Tahitians of French Polynesia.
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One of the most distinctive features of Easter Island music is the use of the
ka'ara, a wooden gong that is played by striking it with a stick. The ka'ara is
used to accompany chanting and dancing, and it can produce a wide range
of sounds, from deep, resonant tones to high-pitched chimes.

Another important instrument in Easter Island music is the ukelele, a small,
four-stringed guitar that was introduced to the island in the 19th century by
missionaries. The ukulele has quickly become a popular instrument on
Easter Island, and it is now used in a wide variety of musical genres, from
traditional chanting to contemporary pop songs.

South American Influences

In addition to its Polynesian heritage, Easter Island music has also been
influenced by South American cultures, particularly those of Chile and Peru.
These influences can be heard in the use of Spanish lyrics, as well as in
the adoption of certain musical instruments, such as the charango, a small,
stringed instrument that is popular in the Andean region of South America.

The blending of Polynesian and South American influences has created a
unique and vibrant musical tradition on Easter Island. This music is an
important part of the Rapa Nui culture, and it continues to play a vital role in
the survival of the Rapa Nui people.

A Vital Part of Rapa Nui Culture

Music is an integral part of Rapa Nui culture. It is used to mark important
events, such as births, deaths, and marriages. It is also used to tell stories,
to pass on cultural traditions, and to entertain. Music is a way for the Rapa
Nui people to express themselves and to connect with their ancestors and
their culture.



One of the most important musical events on Easter Island is the Tapati
Rapa Nui, an annual festival that celebrates the Rapa Nui culture. The
festival features a variety of musical performances, including chanting,
dancing, and ukulele playing. The Tapati Rapa Nui is a time for the Rapa
Nui people to come together and celebrate their heritage. It is also a time
for them to share their music with the world.

A Symbol of Survival

The music of Easter Island is a symbol of the survival of the Rapa Nui
people. Despite the challenges they have faced, the Rapa Nui people have
managed to maintain their cultural identity and traditions. Music has played
a vital role in this process, helping the Rapa Nui people to connect with
their past and to pass on their traditions to future generations.

The music of Easter Island is a testament to the resilience of the human
spirit. It is a music that has helped a people to survive and to thrive. It is a
music that deserves to be celebrated and cherished.
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