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In 2011, Tracy K. Smith, the United States' Poet Laureate from 2017 to
2019, gifted the literary world with her highly acclaimed collection, Nouns
Verbs New and Selected Poems. This remarkable anthology, a culmination
of Smith's poetic journey, showcases her exceptional craftsmanship and
profound exploration of identity, language, and the intricate tapestry of
human experience.

A Tapestry of Identity: Weaving the Threads of Self

Smith's collection is a poignant exploration of identity, delving into the
complexities of race, gender, and the fluidity of the self. Through her
evocative imagery and nuanced storytelling, she unravels the threads that
weave together our sense of who we are.
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In "Incantatory," Smith confronts the stereotypes and expectations
surrounding Black women, proclaiming: "I am a noun, a verb, a question, a
cry." She reclaims her identity, asserting her multifaceted nature and
resisting narrow definitions.

Similarly, in "Life on Mars," she reflects on the intersection of race and
gender, exploring the ways in which societal norms shape our experiences:
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"I am a woman, a Martian, a refugee from Earth. / I am brown, I am red, I
am blue." With each line, Smith challenges traditional categories, inviting us
to question the very constructs that define us.

The Power of Language: A Tool for Expression and Transformation

Language plays a pivotal role in Nouns Verbs New and Selected Poems.
Smith's masterful use of words is not merely a means of communication; it
is a tool for expression, transformation, and the exploration of our own
humanity.



In "Ars Poetica #100: I Know a Man," Smith examines the power of
storytelling, asserting that "words are a kind of music." Through the act of
recounting a tale, we have the ability to connect with others, heal wounds,
and ultimately make sense of our chaotic world.

Moreover, Smith's innovative use of language challenges conventional
syntax and structure. In "Tinderbox," she employs repetition and
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fragmentation to evoke the intensity of a wildfire, creating a visceral
experience for the reader:

Flames flame it burns heat heat heat it burns ashes flames ashes it burn

Unveiling the Nuances of Human Experience: Love, Loss, and
Memory

Beyond its exploration of identity and language, Nouns Verbs New and
Selected Poems is a profound meditation on the human condition. Smith
delves into the complexities of love, loss, and memory, capturing the
rawness and beauty of our shared experiences.



In "Elegy for a Broken Boy," Smith mourns the loss of a young friend,
expressing the profound grief and longing that accompany bereavement.
Yet, amidst the sorrow, she finds solace in the memories they shared,
transforming pain into a testament to the enduring power of love.

Similarly, in "The Speed of Mercy," Smith explores the complexities of
memory and forgiveness. Through the lens of a painful childhood
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experience, she questions the nature of redemption and the possibility of
healing old wounds.

: A Poetic Masterpiece Resonating with the Human Spirit

Nouns Verbs New and Selected Poems is a literary masterpiece that
transcends the boundaries of genre. Tracy K. Smith's exceptional
craftsmanship, thought-provoking themes, and profound exploration of
identity, language, and the human experience make this collection an
essential read for lovers of poetry and seekers of truth alike.

With each poem, Smith invites us on a journey of self-discovery, reminding
us of the intricate connections that bind us together as humans. Her ability
to capture the essence of our experiences with such raw emotion and
lyrical precision has solidified her place among the most influential poets of
our time.

Nouns Verbs New and Selected Poems is not just a collection of words on
a page; it is a mirror reflecting the kaleidoscope of our collective humanity.
It is a testament to the power of art to illuminate our darkest corners, mend
our broken hearts, and remind us of the unbreakable spirit that resides
within us all.
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