
Multi-Disciplinary Approach: Redefining
Security in the Routledge New Security
Studies

The Routledge New Security Studies series has emerged as a trailblazing
force in the field of security studies, distinguishing itself through its
unwavering commitment to a multi-disciplinary approach. By embracing a
diverse range of perspectives and methodologies, the series has
significantly expanded the scope and depth of security studies, leading to a
more comprehensive understanding of the complex and ever-evolving
security challenges of the 21st century.

Key Characteristics of the Multi-Disciplinary Approach

The multi-disciplinary approach adopted by the Routledge New Security
Studies series is characterized by several key features:
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Broadening the Definition of Security: The approach challenges
traditional conceptions of security that narrowly focus on military
threats and territorial sovereignty. It recognizes the interconnectedness
of various dimensions of security, including human security,
environmental security, economic security, and social justice.

Integration of Diverse Disciplines: The series draws upon a wide
range of disciplines, including political science, sociology,
anthropology, economics, psychology, and environmental studies. This
interdisciplinary approach allows for a more nuanced and
comprehensive analysis of security issues.

Emphasis on Agency and Identity: The approach emphasizes the
role of agency and identity in shaping security experiences and
outcomes. It recognizes the importance of considering the
perspectives and experiences of marginalized and vulnerable groups,
such as women, ethnic minorities, and indigenous communities.

Critical and Reflexive Stance: The series encourages a critical and
reflexive stance towards security concepts and practices. It questions
the assumptions and biases that often underpin traditional approaches
to security and promotes a more inclusive and participatory approach.

Theoretical Underpinnings

The multi-disciplinary approach of the Routledge New Security Studies
series is informed by a range of theoretical perspectives, including:

Critical Security Studies: The approach draws heavily on critical
security studies, which challenges the dominant paradigms of security



and emphasizes the role of power, discourse, and identity in shaping
security outcomes.

Human Security: The series places a strong emphasis on human
security, which focuses on protecting the vital needs and well-being of
individuals and communities. It recognizes that human security is
essential for peace, stability, and development.

Postcolonial Security Studies: The approach incorporates
postcolonial security studies, which examines the impact of colonialism
and imperialism on security dynamics and the ways in which
postcolonial societies grapple with security challenges.

Gender and Security: The series recognizes the importance of
gender in shaping security experiences and outcomes. It explores the
gendered dimensions of security, including the disproportionate impact
of conflict and violence on women and girls.

Methodological Implications

The multi-disciplinary approach of the Routledge New Security Studies
series has significant methodological implications:

Qualitative and Quantitative Methods: The series employs a
combination of qualitative and quantitative methods to gather and
analyze data. Qualitative methods, such as interviews, focus groups,
and case studies, provide in-depth insights into the lived experiences
and perspectives of individuals and communities. Quantitative
methods, such as surveys and statistical analysis, offer a broader
understanding of trends and patterns.



Participatory Research: The approach emphasizes participatory
research methods that involve local communities and stakeholders in
the research process. This ensures that the research is grounded in
the realities and experiences of those most affected by security issues.

Comparative Analysis: The series promotes comparative analysis
across different regions, cultures, and historical contexts. Comparative
studies allow for a deeper understanding of the similarities and
differences in security challenges and the effectiveness of various
security strategies.

Contributions to Security Studies

The multi-disciplinary approach adopted by the Routledge New Security
Studies series has made significant contributions to the field of security
studies:

Expanded the Scope of Security: The approach has expanded the
scope of security studies beyond traditional military and state-centric
concerns. It has brought attention to a wide range of non-traditional
security threats, such as climate change, poverty, inequality, and
terrorism.

Enhanced Understanding of Complex Challenges: By integrating
diverse disciplines, the approach has provided a more comprehensive
understanding of the complex and interconnected nature of security
challenges. It has highlighted the need for interdisciplinary cooperation
and collaboration in addressing today's security threats.

Informed Policy and Practice: The multi-disciplinary approach has
informed policy and practice by providing evidence-based
recommendations for more effective and inclusive security strategies.



It has contributed to a better understanding of the security needs of
marginalized and vulnerable populations.

Promoted Innovation and Dialogue: The approach has fostered
innovation and dialogue within the field of security studies. It has
challenged established assumptions and encouraged new ways of
thinking about security, leading to more diverse and nuanced
perspectives.

Case Studies and Perspectives

The Routledge New Security Studies series has published a wide range of
case studies and perspectives that demonstrate the practical applications
of the multi-disciplinary approach:

Climate Change and Security: The series has examined the security
implications of climate change, including the displacement of
populations, resource conflicts, and the exacerbation of existing
vulnerabilities.

Cybersecurity: The series has explored the challenges and
opportunities of cybersecurity, addressing issues such as data
protection, privacy, and the role of technology in modern warfare.

Gender and Security: The series has highlighted the gendered
dimensions of security, including the disproportionate impact of conflict
on women and girls and the need for gender-sensitive security
policies.

Postcolonial Security Studies: The series has investigated the
enduring legacies of colonialism on security dynamics, examining the



ways in which postcolonial societies grapple with issues such as state
fragility, ethnic conflict, and resource governance.

The multi-disciplinary approach adopted by the Routledge New Security
Studies series has revolutionized the field of security studies. By embracing
a diverse range of perspectives and methodologies, the series has
expanded the scope and depth of security studies, leading to a more
comprehensive understanding of the complex and ever-evolving security
challenges of the 21st century. The multi-disciplinary approach has
informed policy and practice, promoted innovation and dialogue, and
contributed to a more just and equitable world for all.
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