
Identifying Lean Six Sigma Projects That
Deliver Real and Quantifiable Value
Lean Six Sigma is a robust process improvement methodology that
combines the principles of Lean and Six Sigma to eliminate waste, reduce
defects, and enhance efficiency. To achieve the best outcomes, selecting
the right projects to apply Lean Six Sigma is crucial. Projects must align
with strategic objectives, have a quantifiable impact, and provide real value
to the organization. This article explores the key steps involved in
identifying and selecting Lean Six Sigma projects that deliver tangible and
measurable results.
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Step 1: Define Business Goals and Objectives
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Prior to selecting projects, it is essential to have a clear understanding of
the organization’s goals and objectives. This includes identifying areas
where improvement is needed, determining customer requirements, and
establishing performance targets. By understanding the business context,
project teams can align their efforts with the organization’s strategic
priorities, ensuring the selected projects contribute to overall success.

Step 2: Identify Potential Projects

The next step is to identify potential projects that could benefit from Lean
Six Sigma. This can be achieved through brainstorming sessions, process
mapping, and data analysis. It is important to consider processes that are
critical to the business, have a high impact on customer satisfaction or
profitability, and are experiencing problems or inefficiencies.

Step 3: Screen and Prioritize Projects

Once a list of potential projects has been identified, it is necessary to
screen and prioritize them based on their potential impact and feasibility.
Factors to consider include:

Impact: The potential impact of the project on the organization’s goals
and objectives.

Feasibility: The resources, time, and expertise required to implement
the project successfully.

Alignment: How closely the project aligns with strategic priorities and
customer needs.

Scope: The size and complexity of the project.

Step 4: Quantify the Value



To ensure that selected projects deliver real and quantifiable value, it is
crucial to quantify the benefits they will bring to the organization. This
involves identifying specific metrics that will be used to measure the
project’s success, such as:

Reduced costs

Improved quality

Increased customer satisfaction

Shorter lead times

Increased productivity

By quantifying the benefits, project teams can demonstrate the potential
return on investment and make informed decisions about project selection.

Step 5: Select and Charter the Project

After careful consideration and analysis, the highest-priority projects that
offer the greatest potential for value should be selected. A project charter
should be created to formally document the project scope, objectives,
deliverables, timeline, resources, and team members. This charter serves
as a roadmap for the project team throughout the implementation process.

Step 6: Monitor and Evaluate Progress

Throughout the Lean Six Sigma project, it is essential to monitor progress
and evaluate its impact. Regular data collection and analysis should be
conducted to track key metrics and ensure that the project is achieving its
desired outcomes. If necessary, adjustments can be made to the project
plan to address any deviations or challenges that may arise.



Identifying and selecting the right Lean Six Sigma projects is critical to
achieving tangible and quantifiable value. By following the steps outlined in
this article, organizations can ensure that their projects align with strategic
goals, have a measurable impact, and contribute to the overall success and
profitability of the business. Lean Six Sigma projects, when properly
selected and implemented, can drive continuous improvement, increase
efficiency, reduce costs, enhance customer satisfaction, and ultimately lead
to a more successful and competitive organization.
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