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By Miriam Fields Babineau

Doodle dogs have become increasingly popular in recent years, and for
good reason. These delightful hybrids combine the intelligence and
trainability of Poodles with the friendly and affectionate nature of breeds
like Golden Retrievers and Labrador Retrievers. If you're considering
adding a Doodle dog to your family, this comprehensive guide will provide
you with everything you need to know to make an informed decision.

Choosing the Perfect Doodle

The first step in becoming a Doodle dog owner is choosing the perfect
breed for your lifestyle and personality. There are many different types of
Doodle dogs, including Labradoodles, Goldendoodles, and Bernedoodles.
Each breed has its own unique characteristics, so it's important to do your
research and find the one that's right for you.
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Labradoodles

Labradoodles are a cross between Labrador Retrievers and Poodles. They
are known for their friendly, outgoing personalities and their intelligence.
Labradoodles are great family dogs and are also well-suited for active
people who enjoy spending time outdoors.

Goldendoodles

Goldendoodles are a cross between Golden Retrievers and Poodles. They
are known for their gentle, loving nature and their trainability.
Goldendoodles are great companion dogs and are also well-suited for
families with children.

Bernedoodles

Bernedoodles are a cross between Bernese Mountain Dogs and Poodles.
They are known for their sweet, affectionate nature and their intelligence.
Bernedoodles are great family dogs and are also well-suited for people who

live in cold climates.
Training Your Doodle

Doodle dogs are intelligent and trainable, but they also have a stubborn
streak. It's important to start training your Doodle dog early and to be
consistent with your commands. Use positive reinforcement such as treats
or praise to reward your dog for good behavior, and avoid using
punishment.

Here are some tips for training your Doodle dog:

= Start training early and be consistent with your commands.



= Use positive reinforcement such as treats or praise to reward your dog

for good behavior.

= Avoid using punishment, as it will only make your dog afraid or
resentful.

= Be patient and consistent, and don't get discouraged if your dog
doesn't learn something right away.

= Enroll your dog in obedience classes if you need help or want to
socialize your dog with other dogs and people.
Grooming Your Doodle

Doodle dogs have a thick, curly coat that requires regular grooming. You

should brush your Doodle dog's coat at least twice a week to prevent mats

and tangles. You should also bathe your Doodle dog every 6-8 weeks.
Here are some tips for grooming your Doodle dog:

=  Brush your Doodle dog's coat at least twice a week to prevent mats
and tangles.

= Bathe your Doodle dog every 6-8 weeks.

= Use a gentle shampoo and conditioner designed for dogs.

= Dry your Doodle dog's coat with a towel or blow dryer on a low setting.

= Take your Doodle dog to a professional groomer every 6-8 weeks for a

trim and style.

Health and Nutrition

Doodle dogs are generally healthy dogs, but they are prone to certain
health problems, such as hip dysplasia, elbow dysplasia, and eye



problems. It's important to take your Doodle dog to the vet for regular
checkups and to keep up with their vaccinations.

Doodle dogs need a diet that is high in protein and low in fat. You should
feed your Doodle dog a high-quality dog food that is formulated for large
breeds. You should also avoid feeding your Doodle dog table scraps, as
this can lead to weight gain and other health problems.

Doodle dogs are wonderful companions that can bring years of joy and love
to your life. If you're considering adding a Doodle dog to your family, be
sure to do your research and choose the right breed for your lifestyle and
personality. With proper care and training, your Doodle dog will be a loyal
and loving friend for many years to come.
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Unscientific America: 11. Harris and Chomsky

In this chapter of "Unscientific America," Chris Mooney and Sheril
Kirshenbaum explore the relationship between science and politics,
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