Bring Now The Angels: An In-Depth Analysis
of Pitt Poetry Series

The Pitt Poetry Series, established in 1963 at the University of Pittsburgh,
is one of the most prestigious and long-running poetry series in the United
States. With over 100 volumes published to date, the series has played a
pivotal role in shaping contemporary American poetry and fostering the
careers of some of the most celebrated poets of our time.
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In this comprehensive analysis, we will delve into the rich history, aesthetic
principles, and cultural impact of the Pitt Poetry Series. We will examine the
series' distinctive editorial vision, its commitment to poetic innovation, and
its influence on the development of American poetry in the post-World War
Il era.

The Founding and Early Years
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The Pitt Poetry Series was founded by Gerald Stern, a young poet and
professor at the University of Pittsburgh. Stern's vision for the series was to
create a platform for emerging poets to publish their work and to showcase
the latest trends in contemporary poetry.

In its early years, the series published a diverse range of poets, including
Robert Bly, Galway Kinnell, Adrienne Rich, and James Wright. These poets
were pushing the boundaries of poetic form and language, and their work
helped to define the emerging counterculture movement of the 1960s.

Aesthetic Principles

The Pitt Poetry Series has always been known for its commitment to poetic
innovation and experimentation. The series' editors have consistently
sought out poets who are challenging traditional notions of form and
language, and who are exploring new ways of expressing themselves.

As a result, the series has published a wide range of poetic styles, from the
confessionalism of Sylvia Plath to the postmodernist experiments of John
Ashbery. However, despite its eclecticism, the series has maintained a
consistent focus on the power of language and the transformative potential
of poetry.

Cultural Impact

The Pitt Poetry Series has had a profound impact on the literary world. It
has helped to launch the careers of some of the most important poets of
our time, and its publications have been widely anthologized and studied in
classrooms around the world.



The series has also played a key role in promoting the understanding and
appreciation of contemporary poetry. Through its readings, workshops, and
other events, the series has brought poetry to a wider audience and helped
to foster a vibrant literary community.

Poetic Voice

One of the most striking features of the Pitt Poetry Series is its commitment
to poetic voice. The series' editors have always sought out poets who have
a unique and distinctive voice, and who are able to speak to the human
condition in a fresh and compelling way.

As a result, the series has published a wide range of poetic voices, from
the lyrical introspection of W.S. Merwin to the political urgency of June
Jordan. These poets have helped to shape our understanding of ourselves
and the world around us, and their work continues to inspire and challenge
readers to this day.

The Pitt Poetry Series is a vital and enduring institution in the world of
contemporary American poetry. Through its commitment to poetic
innovation, its focus on the power of language, and its celebration of poetic
voice, the series has helped to shape the course of American literature and
to inspire generations of poets and readers alike.

As the series continues to publish new and exciting work, it is sure to
continue to play a vital role in the literary landscape for many years to
come.
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