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Ella Carey, a renowned American mandolinist, has left an indelible mark on
the history of mandolin music. Her groundbreaking techniques and virtuosic
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performances have inspired generations of musicians. This article delves
into Carey's seminal work, the Anthology of Mandolin Music, an essential
collection that showcases her extraordinary talent and lasting impact.

The Anthology: A Masterpiece in Mandolin Music

Published in 1980, the Anthology of Mandolin Music is a comprehensive
collection of Carey's original compositions and traditional bluegrass and
folk melodies. The anthology is a testament to Carey's versatility as a
musician, featuring a wide range of styles and techniques.

Carey's mandolin playing is characterized by her unique combination of
speed, precision, and clarity. Her innovative use of double stops,
harmonics, and tremolo creates a rich and textured sound that is both
captivating and technically demanding.

Carey's Groundbreaking Techniques

Carey's Anthology showcases her groundbreaking techniques that
revolutionized mandolin playing. These techniques include:

Double stops: Playing two notes simultaneously on different strings.

Harmonics: Producing high-pitched overtones by lightly touching the
string at specific points.

Tremolo: Rapidly alternating between two notes, creating a vibrating
effect.

Octave playing: Playing the same melody an octave higher, adding
depth and complexity.



Crosspicking: An advanced picking style that uses both hands to
create intricate patterns.

Musical Legacy and Influence

Ella Carey's Anthology of Mandolin Music has had a profound impact on
the world of mandolin music. Her virtuosic playing and innovative
techniques have inspired countless musicians, both in bluegrass and
beyond.

Some of the most notable mandolinists who have been influenced by Carey
include:

Sam Bush

David Grisman

Mike Marshall

Béla Fleck

Chris Thile

Ella Carey's Anthology of Mandolin Music is a timeless masterpiece that
showcases the artistry and virtuosity of a true musical pioneer. Carey's
groundbreaking techniques have revolutionized mandolin playing, and her
music continues to inspire and captivate audiences worldwide.

For anyone interested in the history of bluegrass and folk music, or for
musicians seeking to expand their mandolin playing skills, the Anthology of
Mandolin Music is an essential resource. Ella Carey's legacy as a virtuosic
mandolinist will continue to endure for generations to come.
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