14 Fun Facts About Horseshoe Crabs: A 15-
Minute Dive into the Ancient World
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Horseshoe crabs are fascinating creatures that have roamed the Earth for
over 450 million years. They are often mistaken for crabs, but they are
actually more closely related to spiders and scorpions. Here are 14 fun
facts about horseshoe crabs that will leave you amazed:
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1. Horseshoe Crabs Are Not Crabs

Despite their name, horseshoe crabs are not actually crabs. They are more
closely related to spiders and scorpions, and they belong to a group of
animals called arthropods. Horseshoe crabs have a unique body shape
that resembles a horseshoe, which is how they got their name.

2. Horseshoe Crabs Have 10 Eyes

Horseshoe crabs have 10 eyes! They have two compound eyes on the top
of their head, which are used for general vision. They also have six simple
eyes on the underside of their body, which are used to detect light and
dark. Horseshoe crabs use their eyes to navigate their environment and to
find food.

3. Horseshoe Crabs Have Blue Blood

Horseshoe crabs have blue blood! Their blood contains a copper-based
protein called hemocyanin, which gives it a blue color. Hemocyanin is used
to transport oxygen throughout the horseshoe crab's body. Horseshoe crab
blood is very important in the medical field, as it is used to test for bacterial
contamination in injectable drugs.
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4. Horseshoe Crabs Have a Long Lifespan

Horseshoe crabs can live for 20-30 years in the wild. They spend most of
their lives in the ocean, but they come to shore to breed. Horseshoe crabs
are very resilient creatures, and they can survive in a wide range of
habitats.

5. Horseshoe Crabs Are Omnivores

Horseshoe crabs are omnivores, which means that they eat both plants
and animals. Their diet consists of worms, clams, mussels, snails, and
other small creatures. Horseshoe crabs use their powerful claws to crush
their prey before eating it.

6. Horseshoe Crabs Are Important for the Ecosystem

Horseshoe crabs are an important part of the ecosystem. They help to
control the population of clams and mussels, which can damage seagrass
beds. Horseshoe crabs are also a food source for many other animals,
including birds, fish, and turtles.

7. Horseshoe Crabs Are Threatened by Overfishing

Horseshoe crabs are threatened by overfishing. Their blood is used in the
medical field, and they are also caught for bait and fertilizer. Overfishing
has caused a decline in the horseshoe crab population, and it is now
considered a threatened species.

8. Horseshoe Crabs Are Fascinating Creatures

Horseshoe crabs are fascinating creatures that have a long and storied
history. They are a living reminder of the ancient world, and they play an



important role in the ecosystem. We must do everything we can to protect
these amazing animals.

Here are some additional fun facts about horseshoe crabs:

Horseshoe crabs can grow up to 2 feet long.

= Horseshoe crabs have a hard exoskeleton that protects their body.
= Horseshoe crabs have five pairs of legs.

= Horseshoe crabs use their tail to help them swim.

= Horseshoe crabs are found in all over the world.

= Horseshoe crabs are a keystone species, which means that they play
a vital role in their ecosystem.

= Horseshoe crabs are an important food source for many other animals.
= Horseshoe crabs are threatened by overfishing.
= We must do everything we can to protect horseshoe crabs.

We hope you enjoyed these fun facts about horseshoe crabs! These

amazing creatures are a vital part of our planet's ecosystem, and we must
do everything we can to protect them.
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